Third Trimester 2010-20

NRAERES FOOSTER

This is our final newsletter for the 2010 and 2011\ s\pE THIS ISSUE Page
school year. We hope your school year was
rewarding and filled with harmony. The GLMBA President's Message 1
worked hard to give back to our schools in order Please Give 2
to help them achieve musical success. Beagle Elementary 2
Neff Elementary 3
Lo L Wacousta Elementary 4
Our Association, school music directors, and Willow Ridge Elementary 6
parents are deeply concerned about the future pfDelta Center Elementary 8
the musical arts. We realize our economic Hayes Middle School Band 9
circumstances have caused shortfalls, but as ygu®rand Ledge High School Choir 10
read this newsletter we are proud to keep pressing

forward and celebrate our accomplishments and
successes.

GLMBA President, David Schramm

Why does Mrs. Zerman have blue
hair?  In honor of former Hayes
teacher Peg Hungerford, Mrs.
Zerman challenged the Hayes
student body to bring in $1,500 to
donate to the Relay for Life. She
promised to dye her hair blue if
they reached their goal. At the
high school band concert, while
she was still about $500 shy of
the goal, Mr. Blackmer announced
the fundraiser and threatened to
lock the auditorium doors and not

let anyone leave until they contributed! At final ¢ ount she raised
$1,604 for the American Cancer Society. This was th e second year Mrs.
Zerman has dyed her hair an unnatural color. Last y ear it was pink, and

rumor has it that next year it will be purple.

Congratulations to Tavia Zerman! She was nominated as the Michigan
School Band & Orchestra Association (MSBOA) Distric t VIIl "Band Teacher
of the Year!" This places her name up for nominatio n to potentially be
selected as the MSBOA State "Band Teacher of the Ye ar" next January
2012!
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With troubling economic times and the anticipateddget cuts to our schools, we are
very grateful for donations to our association.tWdonated money, we can help in many
ways to our music programs in all our Grand Ledgeo8ls. Please consider

contributing a tax deductible donation to GLMBA. GLMBA is a 501-3C charity and
you will receive a tax deductible letter. Please sur website for further information
about this and where to mail your check to.

Beagle has been extremely busy with performancésyéar and here are some
highlights.
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The following is a grade-by-grade snapshot of sofrtte musical activities experienced
by the classes at Wacousta Elementary.

The6™ grade classes 1}? i ‘
presented\ Kaleidoscope of 1 ‘i

Music,a concert featuring
choral songs, dances,
performances by the
Wacousta sixth grade band
students andhe Razzles
rock band, and solos on
piano and guitar on March
25. These diverse
performances were connectg
to each other through a
narrative presented by sixth
grade students. Aselect [




group of volunteers performed at the GLEF Breakfdsshampions performing a dance
to Cotton Eye Joehoreographed by Mrs. Ellen Hoar@lhey also sanglalleluja (from

Yr- —_T;!r'_——— Shrek)featuring guitarist

' i Fernando BrioneandShake

the Papaya Down\rs.
Cathy Fox accompanied both
songs on piano. The classes
learned to use our new Finale
Notepad computer software,
while learning some basic
composition skills. They
finish the year by playing the
African tubano drums.

The5™ grade classes studied
the composer Beethoven and
listened to some of his music.
They played soprano
recorders, reviewing what they had learned in fu)grade and adding to their playing
and sight singing experiences usBight Sing A Song, Key oftly Audrey Snyder.

They learned some basic jazz lingo while improgdmE Minor Bluesby Thomas
Donaldson. They shared their individual musickdrits at a Music Share Day on May
19.

The4™ grade classes began playing their soprano recorderninaty. They learned all
of the notes for a C major scale, and learned & b@gertoire of songs in the keys of C
and G. Students began testing for their Record@eate belts, and also learned to
improvise toE Minor Blues. Forty students from Wacousta's three classes praddrat
the Showcase of Music concert at GLHS in April.

The3"™ grade classes studied the composer Joseph Haydn afdtgeell Symphony.
They learned to sing some melodies from the oparssel and Gretaby Englebert
Humperdinck, while also dramatizing a simplifiedsien in class.

The2" grade classes studied tf@arnival of the Animaldy Camille St. Saens. They
read the storyohn Philip Duckby Patricia Polacco, which included learning dliba
Stars and Stripes Forevéy John Philip Sousa and the Pembroke ducks &ehabody
Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.

The 1% grade classes studieBleter and the Wolfly Prokofiev in the winter, anBallet of
the Unhatched Chicksy Mussorgsky in the spring. Also in the sprihgyt sand.ittle
Chickand incorporated the dramatization of a chick liatgaccompanied by singing
and playing an ostinato on the Orff instruments.
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We have enjoyed a full and exciting spring at WillRidge. Including the last days of
winter and into the spring, our sixth, fifth andifth graders all prepared and shared
music programs with first, their school family, athén their own families. As always,
the preparation for the programs brought us toegpeeunderstanding of ourselves
musically and spurred our musical growth. Wittsthicontend that each child grows a
little in self-confidence and self-knowledge. T8faring at the culmination of the work
invariably brings a sense of accomplishment andgayur students and hopefully their
families.

Sixth graders decided to build
a program of music from all
the different programs they
had done over their years at
Willow Ridge. The process
of narrowing it down was

fun, as they took a look at all
those titles and at some of the
old video footage of their
programs. When we finally
narrowed it down, no easy
task with 103 students, we
enjoyed putting the music
back in our repertoire. In
some cases the sixth graders
were able to embellish the
song from it’s original form

by adding their band
# 67%%4 instrument, harmony or more
#+$ 5 : independent singing. It was
# #+ "4 so interesting to see how very

fast they could pick up the
Orff instrument parts on some of the songs. Theéhgraders have definitely matured
musically over the years. | will miss them wheaytimove on, however, | will look
forward to seeing these same students on the Guealge High School stage in the near
future.

Fifth Graders performed the musical play til&e Adventures of Lewis and Clatikis
year. We had auditions for the roles and begarkworthe play before spring break.
The students with the speaking parts were verycdéelil to the work as evidenced by the
way they were always at rehearsal on time and éghitmeir line right on schedule. Their
characters were developed in such a way that birtteethe show went on, we could
really enjoy their performance. The chorus in tdichtheir work as well. When the day



came we were ready to share this fun and inforradtitle show to the dellght of all of
our students and their families. .

At Willow Ridge we spend much
of the fourth grade year learning t¢
play the recorder. The children us
a program titledRecorder Karate
and earn “belts” for knowing how
to play a specified set of songs.
Not everyone becomes a “black
belt,” however, it is something
many of them strive for and
achieve. When it came time to

share music with our families, the . o* +
fourth graders had a number of 2 % $#0
songs they could sing and play on " ' +42

their recorders. Some of this

music allowed us to add Orff instruments and evbttl@ dancing. In addition to the
recorder music, our fourth graders learned somgsstirat correlate to their study of our
state. Michigan-1-O, “Treasure in the Ground.” AdMigan mining song and “En
Roulant Ma Boule,” a Voyageurs song, are amongtimgs fourth graders shared on this
program. It was great fun and they did a terjic.

Some of our fourth graders, our fifth and sixthdr&horus, as well as some sixth grade
“rappers” represented Willow
Ridge at the sixth annual
Showcase of Music in April.

This event is such a joy for our
students and their families. The
program truly “showcases

music” across our entire district
and allows the audience to
witness the transformation
students make musically through
their years in Grand Ledge.

We have been so blessed to be
able to allow our students to

grow in a musical tradition from
kindergarten. This experience
means a lot to each child
whether they know it or not.

.~ They are growing not only as
musicians but also as people who
know how to work together
toward a common goal. They




can recognize beauty and use their voices, otlstnuments and movement to express it.
They have experienced the concept of cooperataraileg and cooperative expression of
an art form that is essential to our developmeriesans.
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We've had a very musical spring at Delta Centero®8thOn February 8thhird

graders performed at concert calleBirds of a Feather Sing TogetheStudents danced,
sang and played barred instruments. They arergjdd play the recorders this month.
Fourth graders performed on February 17n a concert with a food them&,Musical
Feast They showed off their recorder skills with afpemance of Hot Cross Buns
Theme and Variations.

Fifth graders presented a performance for their parents on Waetiye March 23rd.

They studied the blues this year and performed sdassic blues songs as well as some

modern blues. They created their own blues sosmg uhe software program,
GarageBand. These projects were on
display for parents at the concert. Thanks
to Music Boosters for purchasing the
headphones that allowed students to hear
their work.

Finale Notepad was the computer
software that theixth graders used to
compose songs. They worked with
partners to create melodies based on a
harmonic progression. These
compositions were presented at their
concert on March 29 The concert
featured choral literature as well as
percussion pieces and dancing.

This is the display of Delta Center's sixth
grade student compositions using Finale
Notepad software. The software was
purchased with a grant from GLEF.



Thirty-two fifth andsixth graders joine®elta Center Choir this year. They gave up
one recess a week to rehearse from January to. Apng choir will represent Delta
Center at the Showcase of Music concert on AprilT2@y performed a variety of songs
including Firework by Katy Perry.

Thesecond gradersare learning to read music notation. They argisgqchord root
melodies and learning to sing in a round. Tilst graders are working on keeping the
beat, singing the resting tone and folk dances.

Thank you to the Grand Ledge Music Boosters fopsujing our program!

& -# 9 %

The Hayes Middle School band program has had 4 geaa! The sixth graders are
making excellent progress, and will be giving tHgjiring Concert on Tuesday, May'24

The Seventh, Eighth and Symphonic Bands all ppdied in MSBOA District
Band Festival at Grand Ledge High School at theaérteebruary. All three groups
earned overall Division | ratings. The Eighth Geashd Symphonic Bands continued on
to State Festival in Paw Paw at the end of Aprilere Eighth Grade Band earned a
Division Il rating and Symphonic Band earned a Bimn | rating.

In January, Hayes was represented in the MSBO#/S#ite Middle School Band
by Jared Babcock on tenor saxophone and Jacob éoskitrumpet. These students
were selected through a state-wide audition proaedging among the best middle
school musicians in the state of Michigan.

On May 2%, we had 17 Hayes students perform with the MSBQgtridt 8
Honors Bands: Madeline Allen, Troy Anderson, JdBalicock, Alex Baribeau, Noah
Dudley, Nat Fellows, Noah Ford, Ryan Gerhardt, Ra&ute, Mitchell Hobner, Jacob
Hoskins, Kara Krupp, Hannah Legal, Laura Schramarerd Scoggins, Jackson Sykes,
and David Weiss. These students were selectedghraudition recordings. Jessica
Krawczyk was also selected, but unable to atteaddhearsal weekend.
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The Grand Ledge High School Concert Choir and Mgadisiended March in a grandiose
manner by performing the masterwo@armina Buranaby Carl Orff. The 70 minute
work is most commonly known for the opening movemeénrFortuna. The text is taken
from writings found in a monastery from the 14timtcey, written in Latin, German and
French. The "orchestra" was made of Mary Rodeck®ang Mi Lim on two pianos, and
percussionists from the GLHS Wind Symphony. Stddidatt Eldred, Wilson Nichols
and Victoria Walker graced the stage with the choiFhank you to Our Savior Lutheran
Church who, once again, hosted our annual Mast&r®oncert.

On March 19 there were thirty-three events thafiopered at the MSVMA State Solo &
Ensemble Festival held at Aquinas College in Giaadids. All events earned either a
“I" or "lI" ("excellent" or "good") rating on theievents.

April 27-May 1 members of Concert Choir and Madisgaaveled to New York City for
a 3-day, action packed trip. The choirs were gw/iio perform at historic St. Patrick's
Cathedral and the group saw the 2010 Tony AwarchivghnmusicalMemphison
Broadway. Thank you to the nine wonderful pardrvaperones that traveled with the
choirs!
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Both Vocal Ensemble and Cadet Choir performed thwin concerts this spring. Vocal
Ensemble held their event on April 26 with theiegts, the Chorduroys. The Cadet
Choir concert was on May 17.

These two concerts provided the

opportunity for soloists and small

groups to perform and for the

choirs to have more time to

demonstrate their talents they

have developed over the year.

This is the first year Cadet Choir

has performed their own concert

and it was a huge success!

Linda Burns (10th grade) and

Tyler Martin (11th grade) were

chosen for the honor of

performing in the 2011 All-State

Choir held during the Michigan

Youth Arts Festival at Western Michigan Universiffihe two singers started the Honors
Choir process in September 2010. The All-StateilGlomsists of the top 125 singers in
the State Honors Choir program. This was Lindess time in the All-State Choir and
Tyler's second time. Congratulations to both airthard work and dedication!

The High School Choirs ended the year with thenir§pConcert on Wednesday, May
25. We were able to see many choir alumni at timeert as they joined us on stage to
sing theBattle Hymn of the Republith the choirs at the end of the concert!
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